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Before my readers deny the possibility of my hypothesis,
and in haste reject my theory, let me ask them to read a
quotation from the late Mr. Henry Drummond's Elementary
Propositions on the Currency.*

" The proportion of the magnitudes of the heavenly
" bodies to each other rests purely upon hypothesis. The
"annual and diurnal revolution of the earth, directly
" opposed to the daily sensations and eyes of the practical
" ploughboy, are founded on hypothesis. So absurd, in-
cc deed, did this revolution appear to all sober practical men
" when it was first demonstrated, that Copernicus dared
"not mention it for many years : the practical men in Italy
" constrained the Pope reluctantly to put Galileo in prison,
" and made him learn penitential psalms by heart to purge
"away his philosophy; and when Jacquier and Le Seuri
" published at Borne, so late as 1742, the theories of that
"speculative heretic, Sir Isaac Newton, upon the same
" subject, they wisely inserted in a preface, that they did
" not presume to believe that which they had proved to be
" true, unless that practical man, the Pope, should happen
" to be of the same opinion."

* Rpewlict in Parliament.   Vol. ii. p. 11.